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Introduction: the APM domain 
Ca. 92 ha, diverse habitats

Forests and grasslands

e.g. alluvial forests 

e.g. Swamp forest ‘Wild Meise’

Lakes and rivers

Buildings and greenhouses

e.g. inner courtyard

Outdoor collections

e.g. Fruticetum



Introduction: the APM domain 

Many functions in the same area:

Recreation and tourism
Scientific function
Economical function
Conservation of biodiversity (ecological function)
Conservation of historical and cultural heritage

=> Integrated management plan for conserving the natural 
and historical heritage
This is based on inventories of the biodiversity per zone 
(sector)



Importance of willows in the APM 
domain

Ecological

Economical

Historical(?)



Ecological importance of willows
Ø native trees present as structural element in ecologically 

valuable wet and humid zones
Ø Also important as (sole) food source for e.g. wild bees



Economical importance of willows



Historical importance of willows

Domain with two old castle estates



Results: some remarks 

According to new insights concerning Salix alba and S. x 
fragilis

The former S. x rubens is named here S. x fragilis
Provisional results: more investigation needed
Caution for some determinations, especially as several trees 

are cut back
Trees can be either spontaneous or originating from 

seedlings of trees in collections (subspontaneous)



Results: provisional list of 
willows found 
(sub)spontaneously in APM 
• caprea x19
• alba x9
• x fragilis x7
• cinerea x6
• x reichardtii (caprea x cinerea) x6
• aurita x5
• x multinervis (aurita x cinerea) x3
• cinerea subsp. oleifolia x2
• x capreola (caprea x aurita) x1
• x charrieri (aurita x cinerea subsp. oleifolia) x1
• x guinieri (cinerea x cinerea subsp. oleifolia) x1
• x subsericea (repens x cinerea subsp. oleifolia) x1
• viminalis x1



Comparison with known distribution 
in Flanders

According to “Atlas van de Flora van Vlaanderen en het 

Brussels Gewest”:

Most common taxa: alba, caprea, cinerea, fragilis

viminalis is also common but from antropogenic origin

aurita (and its hybrids) is less common, and occurs mainly 

on poor sandy soils in the Campine area and the area around 

Bruges (Houtland)

repens is also less common, in fact nearly confined to sandy 

areas: the dunes and Campine area and Houtland 



Salix viminalis in APM: a historical relict?



Occurrence of S. aurita and hybrids

v In two sectors near the castle lake (with x capreola)

v In two sectors in Wild Meise (with x charrieri) 

v In the inner courtyard of the herbarium building

v Along the Orangery lake (?)

These are the most willow rich areas of the APM Domain



Wild Meise

Salix x reichardtii



Salix triandra



Along the castle lake
Salix alba subsp. caerulea

Salix spec.



Along the Orangery lake



Inner courtyard of main building 



Salix x subsericea (repens x cinerea subsp. oleifolia):
spontaneous hybrid with cultivated repens
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