
Growing the  lepidote 
Rhododendrons 



ÅIn the Wild  

ÅFrom the wild to the garden  

ÅIn the garden  



In the wild 
  

What should we know before starting 
a Rhododendron collection ? 



Water requirement  / Moist conditions 



Summer rain 

May to October 80% of the annual rainfall in Sichuan 
December to February 5%   (total +- 1800mm) 



Clouds and mist : air moisture 
Cool air thanks to the altitude    



Wet mist 



Soil moisture 
Swamp area 
High air humidity   



Growing on the rocks 







When air moisture is constantly high Rhododendrons  
can grow epiphytic on trees or rocks.  



[ƻƴƎ ΨŘǊȅΩ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƭǇƛƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ  



Snow starts on 13th of October and melts in April/May  



Light level 



Strong lights with low temperature  
Draining growing medium 
Exposed to wind and snow 
Low level of nutrients  



 

PROTECTION 

Associate 

Strong light  





Very low light level 
Drainage 
Protection among rocks 
Low temperature  3°C on 12th of October 
More than 3500m 





When the growing conditions are warmer  
It grows in shade of trees  (Rhododendron 
spinuliferum) 2300m 







Protection 



PROTECTION from Wind (extra snow)  



Protection given by the rocks and air moisture 



PROTECTION FROM SUN IN WARMER CLIMATE 



Exposed to wind and snow 



Associated plants 



Evergreen associates  



 





Growing medium / Drainage 



Humus rich medium 
With gravel on rocks   

Associate 



Draining medium  



Growing condition 



Extreme growing  
conditions  

Root competition 



Pasture zones / human influence 







Local pruners  



From nature to garden  
How to start a Rhododendron collection ? 

 



Find a good nursery  



tǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŦ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ  

ÅSeeds : from the wild, from seed exchange, from the 
garden (if controlled pollination) 

 

ÅCuttings  



Seeds from the wild  













Very small seeds 
 
Clean your hands often  



Drainage  



Perlite  
 
Pine bark 0/10mm 

Pine needles compost  




