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Sikkim, a state of India since 1975, is set between Nepal and Bhutan, 
on the most southern tip of the Himalayan mountain chain 



The altitude ranges from 280 m in the south of the State to 8598 m 
at the top of Mount Kangchendzonga  . Mount Kobru , 7338 m, 
marks the border with Nepal  (seen in the next slide)



Mount Kobru South 7300 m, North  7338 and Kobru Dome (6800 m) seen 
from  the Tashi Gang hotel, at Yuksam, Sikkim - 2010.0428 



Sikkim, ancient 
independent kingdom, 
attached to India since 
1975.

7000 km ²
From tropical trough 
subtropical ,temperate 
and alpine zones.

third highest mountain 
in Himalaya. 8598 m

600.000 inhabitants

Visited by Hooker and 
Campbell in  1849

36 different 
rhododendrons



Two major valleys, with secondary lateral valleys visited between 5 and 9 May 
2010, with the International Dendrology Society : base in Lachen and Lachung

Dombang 
Valley

Chopta Valley



Dendrobium nobile (National flower of Sikkim –Yuksam,  
Ketchoperi lake, Sikkim - 2010.0429 005



Dendrobium nobile –Yuksam to Ketchoperi lake, Sikkim -
2010.0429 006





Coelogyne nitida (syn. ochracea) - after Rabongla 2100m - Pelling to 
Gangtok - 2010.0502 036



Coelogyne nitida (syn. ochracea) - after Rabongla 2100m -
Pelling to Gangtok - 2010.0502 036





Quercus lamellosa in 
remnants of majestic 
forest,

after Rabongla, 
Pelling to Gangtok –

2010.0502 054



Quercus lamellosa - after Rabongla, Pelling to Gangtok - 2010.0502 057



Castanopsis hystrix –

after Rabongla,  2000 m, 

Pelling to Gangtok -
2010.0502 026



Schima wallichii  member of the Theaceae, reminiscent of Gordonia and 
Franklinia– from Yuksam to Ketchoperi lake,  Sikkim - 2010.0429 







Delonix regia (Flamboyant) 
Pelling to Gangtok - 2010.0502 020





Viburnum erubescens - after Rabongla 2100m, Pelling to Gangtok -
2010.0502 031





Rhododendron dalhousiae - after Rabongla, Pelling to Gangtok - 2010.0502





Temi Tea Plantation - Pelling to Gangtok - 2010.0502 070



Daily collection of young leaves of Camellia sinensis 
Temi tea plantation - Pelling to Gangtok - 2010.0502 070



Drying the fresh leaves for green tea production – Temi plant  , Sikkim



Gangtok,      Sikkim ‘s capital city,  



Betula alnoides - Gangtok, Royal 
Park - 2010.0503 004





East Sikkim –
Road to Tsango lake ,

4 May 2010







Rhododendron arboreum - Road to Tsango lake , East Sikkim -
2010.0504 021





Rhododendron falconeri -
Road to Tsango lake , East Sikkim - 010.0504 013



Kyongnosla Alpine sanctuary,  North slope, road to Tsango lake
East Sikkim - 2010.0504 080 – Juniperus recurva and Rhododendron



Juniperus recurva - Kyongnosla Alpine sanctuary, 
East Sikkim - 2010.0504 080



Viburnum nervosum - Kyongnosla Alpine sanctuary, East Sikkim -
2010.0504 127



Rhododendron thomsonii – softly peeling bark
Kyongnosla Alpine sanctuary, East Sikkim - 2010.0504 119



Rhododendron thomsonii – typical calyx
Kyongnosla Alpine sanctuary, East Sikkim - 2010.0504 074





Rhododendron campanulatum - Kyongnosla Alpine 
sanctuary, West Sikkim - 2010.0504 099





Up the Yumthang valley 
to the Rhododendron sanctuary

North Sikkim, 6 May 2010 



Tsuga dumosa   - 2800 m, Yumthang Valley, North Sikkim - 2010.0506 



Rhododendron glaucophyllum - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 370









Rhododendron campylocarpum - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 









Significant grazing throughout the 
valleys but Rhododendrons are not  
affected





Rhododendron thomsonii - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 183











Rhododendron barbatum - Yumthang







Rhododendron niveum - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 086





Rhododendron niveum, 



Rhododendron fulgens - 3250 m,     Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 









Arisaema griffithii, 
Yumthang Valley







Arisaema griffithii - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 054











Viburnum nervosum - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 131



Rhododendron hodgsonii - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 110











Ribes griffithii aff. - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 241





Ribes takare - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 168



Viburnum grandiflorum   - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 204





Stupa,  at Yumthang,  North Sikkim 



Yumthang Valley,                Sikkim - 2010.0506 



-Fritillaria cirrhosa - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 214



Salix sp.     - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 223



Rhododendron campylocarpum –
Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506



Rhododendron campylocarpum – 3800 m, 
Yumthang Valley, Sikkim -





Rhododendron campylocarpum – 3800 m, Yumthang Valley, Sikkim -



Rhododendron wightii - 4000 m, Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506



Rhododendron wightii - 4000 m,      Yumthang Valley, Sikkim -



Rhododendron wightii - 4000 m,      
Yumthang Valley, Sikkim -



Rhododendron wightii - Yumthang - Sikkim India - 2010 356



Rhododendron wightii  Aff. (?) - Yumthang – Sikkim - 2010 356



Rhododendron wightii  Aff. (?) - Yumthang – Sikkim - 2010 356



Prunus cornuta – on the way down, Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 





Prunus cornuta – Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 





Meconopsis simplicifolia - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 321







Primula denticulata (with white form) - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim 







Primula calderiana - 3600 m, Yumthang valley - 2010.0506 



Primula petiolaris - Kyongnosla Alpine sanctuary



Piptanthus nepalensis - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507





Acer pectinatum - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 







Magnolia globosa - 3000 m, Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506



Dombang valley, 
Lachung, Sikkim 

7 May 2010









Rhododendron arboreum – and Larix griffithii,  Dombang valley



Larix griffithii - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507 076



Picea spinulosa - Dombang valley, 
Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507 043







Picea spinulosa  male catkin (left) and young cone (right)



Picea spinulosa

Magnolia globosa

Tsuga dumosa

Abies 
densa 



Magnolia globosa,  Dombang valley







Cardiocrinum giganteum







Populus ciliata - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507 100





Pieris formosa - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507 225







Viburnum nervosum        -Dombang valley, Lachung



Acer acuminatum  – Dombang valley  2010.0507



Rosa sericea - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507 176



Enkianthus deflexus - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507 143









Maddenia himalaica    - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507 162



Vaccinium nummularia - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507





Betula utilis   - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507 134



Euonymus cornutus - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim -



Euonymus cornutus - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim - 2010.0507



Rhododendron ciliatum  - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim 



Rhododendron ciliatum  - Dombang valley, Lachung, Sikkim 



Rhododendron lepidotum   - Dombang,  Lachung, Sikkim,    2010.0507 





Rhododendron pendulum - Dombang valley, Lachung - 2010.0507 169





Rhododendron camelliiflorum - Dombang valley, Lachung- 2010.0507 



Lachen to Thangu 
From 2000 to 4200m

8 May 2010

8 May 
from Lachen to Thangu 

(4200m) 





Rhododendron cinnabarinum - Lachen to Thangu - 2010.0508 066











Rhododendron triflorum - 2900 m, 
Lachen to Thangu - 2010.0508 234



Clematis montana - Lachen to Thangu - 2010.0508 050







Chopta Valley





Thangu, 4000m alpine flora



Rhododendron anthopogon - 3500 m ,     near  Thangu - 2010.0508 073



Rhododendron anthopogon - 3500 m ,  Chopta Valley, near  Thangu -



Rhododendron anthopogon - Yumthang Valley, Sikkim - 2010.0506 287



Two forms or two species, ?,  in Pogonanthum section, Thangu, Sikkim



Rhododendron setosum - 3500 m , Lachen to Thangu - 2010.0508 078











Rhododendron paradise on the banks of the river, Thangu North Sikkim



Rhododendron campanulatum  ssp. campanulatum,  Thangu 4000 m 





Rhododendron wightii, above Thangu



Chopta valley and The road to the Langlak pass,  above Thangu, 4200 m





Juniperus sp. - Above Thangu, 4250m, N. Sikkim - 2010.0508 123







Rhododendron wightii on north slope,  Thangu 



Glacier moraine, with Rhododendron campanulatum ssp. aeruginosum



Last stop, end of the road for “foreigners” 





Rhododendron campanulatum subsp. aeruginosum - 4200 m, Chopta
valley above Thangu, N. Sikkim - 2010.0508 

New growth on Rhododendron campanulatum ssp. 
aeruginosum – at Arboretum Wespelaar 92987-goo-171-
28 mai 2005





Rhododendron campanulatum var. aeruginosum,  with 
Rhododendron anthopogon,  Chopta valley moraine, above Thangu 











Bergenia purpurascens - 4250m, above Thangu, N. Sikkim - 2010.0508 147



Thangu city !





IDS party on the way down to Lachen 







Lachen,  2700m ,        North Sikkim







Acer caesium var. giraldii - South of Lachen, 2600m, N. Sikkim - 2010.0509 

9 May, 
From Lachen back to Gangtok



Acer caesium  var. 
giraldii –
Not native in Sikkim, 
probably planted

South of Lachen, 
2600m, N. Sikkim -
2010.0509 01







-Bansoi bridge on Teesta river, 2500m, N. Sikkim - 2010.0509 058



Acer campbellii - Bansoi bridge on Teesta river, 2500m, N. Sikkim 









Lithocarpus pachyphyllus - Bansoi bridge on Teesta river, 2500m, 
N. Sikkim - 2010.0509 039



Acer hookeri - Bansoi bridge on Teesta river, 2500m, N. Sikkim -



Acer hookeri - Bansoi bridge on Teesta river, 2500m, 
N. Sikkim - 2010.0509 045



Stachyurus himalaicus - Bansoi bridge on Teesta river, 2500m, N. Sikkim 



Tetracentron sinense var. himalense
Bansoi bridge on Teesta river, 2500m, 
N. Sikkim – 2010.509 062





-Rhododendron maddenii – Cliffs near Chungthang, on road to Gangtok 
- 2010.0509 105













Farewell to Sikkim







The End 


